
The Measure of Maturity 4 

Love that Gets Its Hands Dirty 
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3;   

Galatians 5:13-22;  

John 13 



1 Corinthians 3:1-2 

And I, brethren, could not speak to you 

as to spiritual people but as to carnal, 

as to babes in Christ.  
2 I fed you with milk and not with solid 

food; for until now you were not able to 

receive it, and even now you are still 

not able; 



Faith, Hope, and Love  

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3  

We give thanks to God always for you all, 

making mention of you in our 

prayers, 3remembering without ceasing 

your work of faith, labor of love, and 

patience of hope in our Lord Jesus 

Christ in the sight of our God and 

Father. 



1. Your Labor of Love Defined  

A.  Take the word labor -we think of work or some 
activity we do when we see that word.  

B.  Now let's get a handle on the word love. It is 
agape.  

 1. Love without conditions. 

 2. Love is rooted in the will. 

"Love your enemies" or  

"Pray for those who persecute you" or  

"Do good to those who despitefully use you."  

 3.  Love that must give. 



Agape love is:  

Unconditional (no matter what they've done),  

Willful (no matter how you feel), and 

Sacrificial (no matter what it costs). 



2. A labor of Love Modeled  

A. In John 13  

- John 13:1 Now before the Feast of the 

Passover, when Jesus knew that His 

hour had come that He should depart 

from this world to the Father, having 

loved His own who were in the world, 

He loved them to the end. 

- He washed their feet.  



 John:13 4-5  

[He] rose from supper and laid aside His 

garments, took a towel and girded 

Himself.  
5After that, He poured water into a basin 

and began to wash the disciples’ feet, 

and to wipe them with the towel with 

which He was girded.  



John 13: 12-17  

“Do you know what I have done to you?  
13You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say 
well, for so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet.  

15For I have given you an example, that you 
should do as I have done to you. 16Most 
assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not 
greater than his master; nor is he who is sent 
greater than he who sent him.  

17If you know these things, blessed are you if 
you do them.  



1 John 3:16 

By this we know love, because He laid 

down His life for us. And we also ought 

to lay down our lives for the brethren.   



B. Maybe You Figure 

- Heb. 6:10: For God is not unjust to 

forget your work and labor of love 

which you have shown toward His 

name, in that you have ministered to 

the saints, and do minister.   



  “I will volunteer to be a greeter even though I 
don't like getting up earlier on Sundays.”  

“I will stop by the hospital to see how you're 
doing.” 

“I parked away from the main entrance so 
you could find a closer spot for church.”  

“I took care of your baby so you could 
worship.” 

“I'll sing your music, even though I prefer 
something else.” 

“I will tell another person about Christ today, 
regardless of the inconvenience.” 



1 John 3:17-18  

But whoever has this world’s goods, and 

sees his brother in need, and shuts up 

his heart from him, how does the love 

of God abide in him?  
18My little children, let us not love in word 

or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.   



  

What would happen to our homes if 

husbands loved their wives like Christ 

loved the church?  

What would happen in our 

neighborhoods if we loved our 

neighbors as ourselves and our labor 

for them demonstrated it?  



Ephesians 4:2  

… walk worthy of the calling with which 

you were called,  
2with all lowliness and gentleness, with 

longsuffering, bearing with one another 

in love.  

- Heb. 10:24 And let us consider one 

another in order to stir up love and 

good works.   



What is the measure of  

your Labor of Love today? 


